NAIROBI RIVER MONITORING PROGRAMME

The Nairobi River originates from a
network of small rivers and tributaries and
passes through the city's Central Business
District, Mathare, Dandora, and Kibera.
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Citizen Scientists
have collected monthly
measurements
from 17 sites
since July 2023

Today theriveris
impacted by urban
growth and limited
agriculture. Just 50
years ago, the river
was a vital source of
freshwater for crop
irrigation, livestock,
and household
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HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS (CYANOBACTERIA)
WERE PRESENT CONSISTENTLY IN MORE THAN 10% OF
MEASUREMENTS, INCLUDING SITES AT ‘MATHARE RIVER -
OUTER RING ROAD TUNNEL' AND 'KIBERA'. THESE CAN
PRODUCE HARMFUL CHEMICALS FOR ANIMALS & PEOPLE
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Monitoring by citizen scientists is
providing the important information to
the local communities about the
importance of wastewater
management and improving land use
by increasing vegetation cover.
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NAIROBI RIVER SITES
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The pins on the map represent
good (green), moderate
(orange) and poor (red)

ecological status.
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Citizen science water quality data is
being gathered across Africa. Thank
you to the large network or citizens,
scientists, and agencies, sharing
knowledge and best practice to
make this possible.
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